
 

 MASTER’S OF SOCIAL WORK 
 

The mission of the Master of Social Work (MSW) program at Jacksonville State University is 
to provide a high quality education through academic preparation for graduates to engage in 
independent advanced generalist social work practice to address local, regional, and national 
workforce needs for social work services. The motivation is for the development of 
professionals with advanced, ethical, evidence-based social work practice and leadership skills 
at all practice levels with the goal of improving individual and societal well-being. 

The social work program is guided by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) 
Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards and the NASW Code of Ethics, and the 
program seeks to provide leadership in social work practice and education in the community, 
the state, the region, and the nation. 

The social work program at JSU, as driven by the institutional mission, program mission, and 
professional purpose, promotes academic preparation for social work practice with individuals, 
families, groups, organizations, and communities, at an advanced generalist level of practice 
with a goal of improving individual and societal well-being. The program aims to provide 
professionals with advanced, ethical, evidence-based social work practice and professional 
leadership skills at all practice levels. 

The Master of Social Work (MSW) program is an advanced generalist practice degree offered 
in a hybrid/blended format. This type of learning design gives students a combination of 
learning formats, including, but not limited to online and lecture learning.  

Students are provided opportunities both within and external to the classroom using a variety 
of teaching methods to insure development of a broad base of knowledge, including the 
integration of skills and behaviors, while using critical thinking to apply ethical standards at all 
levels of practice. The program emphasizes a full range of high quality experiences throughout 
the curriculum in terms of innovative courses, creative field work/internships, relevant 
research, service-learning activities, and dynamic faculty-student, student-student and 
community-student relationships that will prepare graduates for successful social work careers. 

The Council on Social Work Accreditation defines the purpose of the social work profession 
as follows: 

The purpose of the social work profession is to promote human and community well-being. Guided by a 
person-in-environment framework, a global perspective, respect for human diversity, and knowledge 
based on scientific inquiry, the purpose of social work is actualized through its quest for social and 
economic justice, the prevention of conditions that limit human rights, the elimination of poverty, and the 
enhancement of the quality of life for all persons, locally and globally (CSWE). 

 


